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$25,000
Approved

Agency:  Commerce, Community and Economic Development
Grants to Named Recipients (AS 37.05.316)

Federal Tax ID: 92-0169368Grant Recipient:  Calypso Farm And Ecology Center

Project Title: Project Type: Other

Calypso Farm And Ecology Center - Schoolyard Garden
Initiative

State Funding Requested: $25,000 House District: 8 / D
One-Time Need

Brief Project Description:
The Schoolyard Garden Initiative supports agricultural education through active school gardens. 

Funding Plan: 
Total Cost of Project:  $115,000

Funding Secured Other Pending Requests Anticipated Future Need

Amount FY Amount FY Amount FY

Federal Funds $30,000 08

Local Funds $40,000 09- 10

Other Funds $20,000 09

Total $90,000

Explanation of Other Funds:

earned income from produce sales and corporate/ private foundation grants

Detailed Project Description and Justification:
The Schoolyard Garden Initiative responds to the need for hands-on educational opportunities in the schools, a garden
connection for children and locally grown food for the community. The goal of the initiative is to support a network of school
gardens functioning as an experimental learning environment for teachers and students during the school year and as food
production gardens- maintained by Middle and High School students- during the summer months. The project specifically
needs to expand the number of gardens it has to accommodate the Schoolyard Garden Initiative. 
Since its inception in 2003, the program has been an incredible success, evolving and growing at an astonishing rate. There
are currently eight participating schools: five with established gardens (Effie Kokrine Charter School, University Park
Elementary, Hunter Elementary, Woodriver Elementary, and Pearl Creek Elementary) and three in the planning phases (
West Valley High School, Randy Smith and the Watershed Charter School). When school is in session over 1,500 students
will have access to the program. Additional schools continue to express interest. During the last several years Calypso
Farms has received requests for information and resources for creating similar projects throughout the state and nation. 
State funds will be used to directly support the five schools in the school district with active school gardens and agricultural
education.
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Project Timeline:
Time line – FY 2011- FY 2012
May/June – supplies are purchased for use by over 120 Student Gardeners.  Garden preparation and planting begins.
June – Farm Stand and Garden Sheds are built by Student Gardeners under supervision.  Neighborhood Farm Stands are
open for business
July and August – Student Gardeners work at each school garden to develop the soil.

Entity Responsible for the Ongoing Operation and Maintenance of this Project:
Calypso Farm and Ecology Center

Grant Recipient Contact Information:
Name: Susan Willsrud
Address: PO Box 106

Ester, AK 99725
Phone Number: (907)451-0691
Email: susan@calypsofarm.org

Has this project been through a public review process at the local level and is it a community priority? Yes X No
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